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there present, resolved to do our utmost, should the King die, to obviate all things to the best of our power that should anyways obstruct the Duke of York's just claim to the Crown; and considering that the safety of the county did most depend upon that of this city (for this they unanimously agreed to), they issued out orders that night for four companies of Sir Thomas Slingsby's regiment to be raised, and to relieve one another, by way of additional guard to the garrison under my command as
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governor.
February 8. Being Sunday, meeting the archbishop at the Minster, he told me he had an account that the King had been ill again, with an intermitting fever or some fits of convulsions, but that it was hoped he was out of danger, though my letters spoke in a different style.
February 9. I ordered the mail to be brought unopened to my house, so that no letters.could be dispersed till I knew'the true state of the King. The letters carne not in till four in the morning, and then they gave me an account of my gracious and great master's departure out of this world upon the 7th, at night. I was up expecting the post when it arrived, and suffered no letters to go out till I had been with the Lord Mayor and the high sheriff, and had delivered their letters only to themselves, by which they had order, and myself also, from the Privy Council and the Secretary of State, to proceed immediately to proclaim the King, James the Second. So soon as we had prepared all things necessary for this ceremony, which was done before day, I gave leave for the dispersing of the several letters according to their directions, and by seven o'clock in the morning the high sheriff, rnet by the